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was 


e. 


In PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, 
Concoap, April gth, 1779. 


Į HEREAS the Luft of Power, which of old 


2 


oppreffed, perfecuted ant exiled our pious and 
wiriuous Anceflors, from their fair Poj/fefftons in Bri- 
tain, now parfues, with tenfold Severity us, ther guilt- 
lefs Castdrén, who are unjufily and wickedly charged 
with Licentioufnefs, Sedition, Treajon and Rebellion ; 
aud being deeply impreffed with a Serfe of the almoft 
incredible Fatigues and Hardfh ps our veneradie Pro- 
genttors encountered, who fled from Opp effion for the 


Seke of civil and religions Liberty for themfeives and 


their Of pring, and began a Settlement here, on bare 
Creation, at torir own £xpence; and having ferioufly 
caifidered the Duty we owe to GOD, to the Memory 
of fech invincible Horthies, to the King, to Great- Bri- 
tain, on Country. Ourfelves and Pofterity, do think if 
aninifpenfible Duty, by all lawful ays and Means iit 
our Power, to recover, maintain, defend and preferve, 
toe free Exercife of all thoje civil and religious Rights 
audLiberties far which many of our Fore-Futhers fought, 
—bled—and died ; and to hand them down entire for 
the free njay ment of the lateftPofterity : And whereas 
tie keeping a flanding Army in any of thefe Colonies 3n 
Times of Peace, without theConfent of the Legiflature in 
that Colony in which fach an Army is kept, is dgainft 
Law : And whereas luch anArmy, with a large naval 
Force, is now pla ed in the Harbour of Bofton, for the 
Pur pofe of fubjeting us ta the Power of the Britifb Par- 
liament > Anlwhereas we are frequently told by the 
Toshof A ininifration Dupes tominifterialU fur pation, 
thatGreat- Britain will nat, in any Degree, relaxin her 
Afeafures, until we acknowledge ber Right to make 
Jaws binding upon us in all Cafes whatfoever’;” 
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qud tht ifwe refuse to be Slaves, if we perfiftin gir 
Denial of her Claim, the Difpute muft be deciaed by 
Arms, in which. tis faid by our Enemies,— We fhail 
« have no Chance, being undifciplined, Cowards, dif- 
« obedient, impatient of Command, and poffefled of 
© that Spirie of levelling which admits of no Order, 
e Subordination, Rule or Government -’— And 
subereas, from the miniflexial Army and Fleet now at 
Behan, the large Reinforcement of Troops exprcted, 
the late circular Letters ta the Governors upon theCon- 
tinent, the general T enor of Intelligence fromGreatB ri 
tain, and the hoftile Preparations, making here, as alfà 
from the Threats and frequent Infults of our Enemies 
in the captitel Yown, we haveReafon to apprehend that 
the fudden Deftrudtion of this Colony, is in Contemplar 
Lion, if nat. determined upon 2” 

And whereas the great Law of Self-Prefervation may 
faddenly require our raifing and keeping an Army of Qb- 
fervation and Defence, in order te prevent, or repel, any 
farther Attempts to enforce the late cruel and cppreffive 
ATs of the Briti Parliament, which are evidenily de- 
figned to fabje us and the whole Continent to the moft 
ignomintous Slavery : And whereas, in Cafe of ratfirg 
and keeping fuch an Army, it will be neceffary that the 
Chivers andSoldiers in the fame be fully acquainted with 
ther Duty, and that the Articles, Rules andRegulations 
thereof be made as plain as poffible ; and having great 
Canfidence in theHonour and prblickV irtue-of theInba- 
biaats of this Colony, that they will readily obey the 
Officers chofen by themfelves,and will chearfully do their 
Duty, when knowa,without any fuch fevere Articles and 
Lules(except in capitalCafes) and crielPunifoments as 
are ufually pradifedin flanding Armies, and will fubmit 
t» all fuch Rules and Regulations as are founded in 
Reafon, Honour and Virtue : 

Tt is therefore RESOLVED, That the following 
Articies, Rules andRegulations for the Army, that may 


. (5 4 
be ratjod far the Defence and Security af our Lives, Bis 
-  berties and Ejlates, be, and hereby are earnefily recam- 
mended, te be firitly adhered to by aliOfficers, Soldiers: 
t aud sthers couceraed, as they regard their own Honour 
- -and the publick Good, i ; 


ARTICLE 1, All Officers and Soldiers, net 
having jut impediment, fhall diligently freq seat 
Divine Service amf Sermon in the Places appoint- 
ed for the affembling of the Regiment, Troop or 
Company to which they belong ; and fuch as wil- 
fuily abfent themfelves; or being prefeht, behave. 
indecently or irreverently, hall, if commiffioned 


Officers, be brought before a regimental Court ° 


Martial, there to, be publicly and feverely_ repri- 
manded by the Prefidenc; if non-commifhoned 
Officers, or Soldiers, every Perfon {> offending fhalt 
for his firt Offence forfeit One Shilling, to be de- 
datel ont of his Wages ;- --for the fecond Offence 

- he hall not only forfeit One Shilling, but be con- 
-fined, not exceeding twenty-four Hours ; and for 
every like Offence fhall faffer and pay in like Man~ 
ner, which Money, fo forfeited, fhall be applied 
to the Ufe of the fick Scluiers of the Froop or Come, 
paay to which the Offender belongs. 

ARE. 2. Whatloever nén-commiffisned Ofi- 
cer or Soldier haih ufe any unlawful. Oath or Ex- 
ecration, fiall incur the” Penalties expreffed ir thet 

` frt Article; and ifa commifiioned Officer be thus 

‘guilty of profane Curfing or Swearing, he fall for- 
feit and pay for eaeh and every fuch Offence the 
Sum of Four’Shillinzs, lawful Money. 

~ ART. 3. Any Officer or Sollier, who fhall Be- 
have himlelf with, Contempt or Difrefpe& towards 
_the General or Generals, or Commanders in Chief 
of the Maffachufetts Forces, or fhall fpeak Words 
tending to his or their Hurt or Difhgnour, fhall be 
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pugifhed 


» 
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punithed according to the Nature of {his Offence, by 
the Judgment of a general Court-Martial, 

ART. 4. Any Officer or Soldier, who fhall 
begin, excite, caufe or join in any Mutiny or $e- 
dition, in the Regiment, Troop or Company te 
which he belongs, or in any other Regiment, Troop 
or Company of the Maffachufetts Forces, either. by 
Land „or Sea, or in any Party, Poft, Detachment, 
‘ar Guard, on any Pretence whatfoever, fhall fuffer 
‘fach Puuifiment as by a general Court-Martial fhall 
be ordered. ; . 

ART. ş. Any Officer, non-commifioned Officer, 
'or Soldier, who being prefept ar any Mutiny, or 

Sedition, does not ufe his utmoft Endeavours to 
` fapprefs the fame, or coming to the Knowledge of 
any Mutiny, or intended Mutiny, does not, withaut: 
Delay, give Information thereof: to the command. 
` ing Officer, fhall be punifhed by Order. of a ge- 
neral Court-Martial according to the Nature of his. 
Offence, 5 | ; 

ART. 6; Any Officer or- Soldier, who fhall: 
flrike his fuperior Officer, or draw or offer -to draw, 
or fhall lift up any Weapon, or offer any. Violence 
againft him, being in the Execution of his Office, 
op any Pretence whatfoever, or fhall difobey any 
lawful Commands of his fuperior officer, fhall fuffer 
fuch Punifkment as fhall, according to the Nature of 
his Offence, be ordered by the- Sentence of a general. 
Court-Martial. : 

ART. 7.-Any non-commiffioned Officer ar. Sol- 
dier, who fhall defert, or without Leave of his com- 
mandiag Officer, abfent himfelf: from the Troop or 
Company to which he belongs, or. from, any Detach- 
ment of the fame, firall, upon being convicted thereof, 
be punifhed according to the nature ef his Offence, at 
the Dilcretion of a general Court-Martial, 

ART.. 8, Whatfoever. Officer or Solddier fhall. 
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. CI 
be convided of having advifed or perfuzded any 
other Officer or Soidier to 'dêfert, fhal! fuer fuch 
Punifhment as fhall be ordered by the Sentence of a 
general Court-Martial, xe 
ART. 9, All Officers of what Condition foever, 
fhall have Power to part and quell all Quarrels, Frays, 
and Diforders, though the Perfons concerned fhould 
belong to another Regiment, Troop “er Company ; 
and either order Officers to be arrefled, or non-com- 
miffioned Officers or Soldiers to be confined and im- 
prifoned, till their proper fuperior Officers fhall be 
acquainted therewith; and whoever fhall refufe to, 
obey juch Officer (thongh of an inferior Rack) or fhalt 
draw his Sword upon him, fhall be punifhed’at the 
Difcretion of a general Court-Martial, , - 
_ ART. ra. No Officer or Soldier fhalt ufe any 
‘reproachful or provoking Speecl:es or Gefturcs to ano- 
ther 5 nor fhall prefume to fend a Challenge to any 
Perfon to fight a Ducl: And whoever hall knowingly 
and willingly fuffer any perfon whatfoever to go ferth . 
to fight a Duel; or fhall fecond, promote, or carry 
any Challenge. fhall be deemed as a Principal: And 
whatfoever Officer or Soldier fral! upbraid another for 
refufing aChallenge, fhall alfo be confidered as a Chal- 
lenger: And all fuch Offenders, in any of thefe òr 
fuch like Cafes fhall be punithed at the Difcretion of 
a general Court-Martiah 2 l ; 
ART. 11. Every Officer commanding in Quarters, 
or on a March, fhall keep good Order, and to the ut- 
moft of his Power, redrefs all fach Abufes or Diforders, 
which may be committed by any Officer or Soldier un- 
der his Command ; if upon any Complaint made to 
him of Officers or Seldiers beating, or otherwife ill- 
treating any Perfon, or ef committing any kind of Riot, ` 
to the difquieting of the Inhabitants of this Continent ; 
he the faid Commander, who fhall refufe or omit to fee 
Jatice done on the Odcnder or Offenders, and Repa- 
Pe l ` Tation 
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Yatién made to'thè Party or Parties injured, as Far 23 
the Offenders Wages fhall enable him or them, Shall, 
upon dueProof thereot,bé panifhed as ordered by a ge- 
neral Court Martial im fuck Manner as if he bimitelf 
ha’ ‘comniitred theCrimes or Diforders complained off - 

ART. 12. If any Officer fhould think himfelf to 
be wronged by his Colonel or the commanding Officer 
of the Regiment, and fhall; upon due Application 
made to him, be refufed to be redreifed, he may com- 
plain to the General or Commander in Chief of the 
Alaffachufetts Forces, in order to obtain Juftice, who 
ishereby required to examine into faid Complaint, 
and fee that Juftice be done. - 

ART. 13._If any inferior Officer or Soldier, thal! 
think himfeif wronged by his Captain or other Officer 
commanding the Troop or Company to which he be- 
longs, he is to complain thereof to the cothmandirg 
Officer of the Regiment, who is hereby required tó 
fummon a regimental Court-Martial, for the doing 
Juftice to the Complainant ; from which regimental 
Court-Martial, either Party may, if he thinks himflf 
fill aggrieved, appeal to a general Court-Martial ; 
but if, upon a fecond Hearing, the Appeal fhall ap- 
pear to be vexatious and grotndlefs, the Perfon fo 
appealing fhall be punifhed at the Diftretion of the 
general Court-Martial. - 

ART. 14. Whatfoevef itron-commiffioned Officer, 
or Soldier, fhall be convicted, at a regimenta] Conrt- 
Martial, of having fold, or delignedly, or through 
Negle&, wafted the Ammunition, Arms, or Provifi« 
ons, or other Military Stores, delivered out to him, 
to be employed in the Service éf this Colony, fhall, 
if an Officer, be reduced to a private Ceritinel ; and 
ifa private Soldier, fhall faffer fach Punifhment as 
fall be ordered by a regimental Court-Martial. 

ART. 19, All non-commiffionedCficers &Soldiers, 


‘who fhall be found one Mile from the Camp, oe 
i oi 
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out Leave in writing from their commanding Officer, 
{hall fuffew fuch Punifhment as fhall be‘ infii@ed on | 
shim or them by the Sentence of a regimental Courts 
Martial. a ` 7 

ART. 16. No Officer or Soldier hall lie out 
Of -his Quarters or Camp without Leave from’ thé 
‘commanding Officer of the Regiment, upon Penalty 
‘of being punifhed according to the Nature of his Of- 
fence, by Order of a regimental Court-Martial. ` 

ART. 17. Every non-eommiffioned Officer aid - 
Soldier fhall retire ro his Quarters, or Tent, at thé 
beating of the Retreat ; in Default of which, be fhalt 
be punifhed acéording to the Nature of his Offence, 
by Order of the commanding Officer. ` 

ART. 18. No Officer, nén-commiffioned Offi- 
cer, or Soldier, fhall fail of repairing, at the Time. 
fixed, to the Place of Parade or Exercife,- or other , 
Rendezvous, appointed by the commanding-Officer, 
if not prevented by Sicknefs, or fome ther evident 
Neceffity 3 or hall go from the faidPlace of Rendez- 
vous, or from his Guard,. without Leave from his 
commanditg Officer, before he fhall Be reguiarly 
difmiffed or relieved, on Penalty of betag’ punifhed 
according to the Nature of his Offence, By the Sen- 
tence of.a regimental Court-Martial. 

ART. 19. Whatfoever commiflioned Officer 
fhall be found drunk on his Guard, Party or oth cr 
Daty, under Arms, thal! be cafhiered for it; any 
fon-cémmiffioned Officer ar Soldier, fo offending, 
fhall fuffer fich Punifhment as fhall be ordered by 
the Senrence of a regimental Court-Martial ` 

ART. 40. Whatfoever Centinal hall be found 
fleaping upon hisPolt, or fhal! leave it before be fhall 
be regularly relieved, fhall faffer fuch Punifhment 
as hall be ordered By the Sentence of a general 
Courts Martial, . _ 

ART. 2n Any Perfon belonging to the Maia- 
shafers Army, who by difcharging of Fire-Arms, 
. B . beating 
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- beating of Drums, or by any other Means wharfoe 


ever, {hall occafion falfe Alarms; in Camp or Quat- 
ters, Thall fuffer fuch Punifhnyent us fall be ordered 
by the Sentence of a general Court Martial. 

ART. 22. Any Officer or Soldier; who fhall 
without urgent Neceflity, or without Leave of his 


_ fuperior Officer, quit his Platoon or Divifion, fall be 


puniflyed according to the Nature ef his Offence, by 
the Sentence of a regimental Court-Martial. 

= ART. 23. No Officer or Soldier fhall do Vios 
Fence, or offer any Infult, or abufe, tò aby Perfor 
who fhall bring Proviffons, of other Neceflaries, tō 
theCamp ot Quarters of the Mafachufetts Army $ 
any Officer or Soldier, fo offending, fhall, upon Coms 
plaint being: made to the commanding Officer, fuffer 
Such Punifkment as fhall be ordered by a regimemaf 
Court-Martial, : 


. ART. 24, Whatfoever Officer or Soldier fhalt 


- fhamefully abandon any Polt committed to hisChargé, 


or fhall {peak Words inducing othersto do the like, in 
"Lime of anEngagement, fhall fufferDeath immediately, 

ART. zg. Any Perfon belonging tothe Mafa- 
chufetts Army, who fhall make known the Watch- 
word to any Perfon who is not intidéd to réceivest, 
according to the Rules and Difcipline of War, or 


' fall prefume to give a Parole, or Watth-word dif- 


ferent from what he received, fhall fuffer Death, Or 
fuch other Punifhment as fhall be orderéd ‘by the 
Sentence of a general Court-Martial, seed eg 
ART. 26, Whofoever, belonging to thë Maffi- 
chufetts Army, fhall relieve the Enemy with Méney, 
Victuals or Ammunition ; or fhall knowingly Karbotr 
or protec an Enemy, fhall fuffer fuch Punithmentas 

by a general Court-Martial fhal! be ordered. = +r 
ART. 27. Whofoever, belonging to the Mafa- 
ebufetts army, fhal} be convicted of holding corref- 
pondence witk, or of giving ‘Intelligence to the Ene- 
my, cither directly or indireétly, fhall Tuffer fuch Pus 
nifhment 
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Fy 
pilbment as bya general court- ae fhall be ordered 

` ART. 28. All publicStoves t taken in theEnemy’s. 
“camp or Magazines, whether of Artillery, ammu- 
nition, Clothing or Provifions, hall be fecured for 
the Ufe of the Maffachufetts colony. 

ART. 29. If any Officer or Spldier fhall fai 
“his Poft or colours, in Time of an Engagement, to 
go in Search of Plunder, he fhall, upon being con- 
_ vided thereof before a general Court-Martial, toffee 
` fuch Panithnent as by, fid Court-Martial fhall be 
ordered; 
` ART 30. JF any commander of any Poft, In- 
_ trenchment ar Fortrefs, fhall be compelled by theOfii- 
cers or Soldiers under his command, to give it up to 
the Enemy, or to abandon it, thecommilfisned OM- 
cer, non-commiflioned Officers or Soldiers who fhall 
’ be convicted of having fo offended, fall fuffer Death, 
_ or fuch other Punifament as may be infli&ted opon 
- them by the Sentence of a general Court-Martial. 

ART. 31. All Suttlers and Retailers to a camp, 
and all Perfons whatfoever, ferving with the Mafla- 
chufetts army, in the Field, though not inlifted Sol~ 
diers, are to ‘be fubje& to the Articles, Rules and 

epson of the Maffichufetts Army. 

ART. No general Court-Martial fhall con- 
it of a leks Number than thirteen, none of which, 
{iali be under the Degree of a commiffioned Officér ; 
and the Prefident fiall be 2 Field Officer : And the 
Prefident of éach and every Court-Martial; whether 
general or regimental, fhall have Power to adminifter 
an Oath to every WittelS, in Order to thé Trial of, 
Offenders. And the Members of all Courts-Martial 
fhall be duly fworn by the Prefident ; and the next ` 
in Rank on the Court-Martial ‘thal adminifter the 
Oath to the Prefident, ` 

ART. 33. The Members, both of. general and 
regimental Courts- Martial; fhall, whan belonging to 
different Corps, ‘take Fis fame Rank which thev 

2 o belk 
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hold in the Army ; bt when courts: Martial fhalk 
be compofed of Officers’ of one Corps, they fhall 
take their Ranks according to their commiflions by 
which they are maftered in the faid corps. 

ART. 34. All the Members of a Court-Martial, 
are to behave with Calmnefs, Decency and Impar- 
tiality ; andin the giving of their Votes, are to be- 
gin with the youngeft or loweft in commiffion. 

ARF. 25.- No Field Officer fhall be tried by 
any Perfon under the Degree of a captain ; ner fhail, 
any Proceedings or rials be Carried on, execbung 
between, the Hours of. eight in the Morning, and 
-three in the afternoon, except in cafes which tẹ- 
‘quire an immediate Example. i 

ART. 36; The commiffioned Officers of every 
Regiment may; by the appointment of their colonel, 
or commanding Officer, hold regimental courts- 
martial] for the enguiring into.. fech Difputes, “or, 
criminal Matters as may come before them, and for 
the inflifting corporal Punifaments for fmallOffences, 
and fhall give Judgment by the Majority of Voices ;' 
but no Sentence fhall be cxecuted till the command- ` 
ing Officer (net being a Member of the Court-Mar-" 
tial) fhall have confirmed the fame. © 

„ART. 37. No regimental Court-Marfhal fhall, 
confift of lefs than five Officers, excepting in cafes 
where that Number cannot be conveniently affem- 
bled, when three may be fufficient ; who are likewile ` 
to determine upon the Sentence by the Majority of. 
Voices ; which Sentence is to be confirmed by the 
commanding officer, not. being a Member of. the’ 
court-martial. Meat a 

ART. 38. Every officer, commanding in any. 
Fort, cale, or Barrack, or elfewhere, where the 
corps, under his command confifts of Detachments 
: from different Regiments, or of independent compa- 
nies, may affemble Courts-Martial for’ the Trial of 
. offenders in the Jame Manner as if they were regi- 

mental , 


~~ 
i, D ee 
“wental, whofe Sentence is not to be executed till it 
. Shall be confirmed by the faid commanding offider, 
ART. 29 No Peron whatfoever fhajl ufs me- 
nacing Words, Signs or Geftures in the Prefence of 
|. a court-martial! then, ferting, or fhal) canfe any Dif- 
order or Riot, { as to difturb their Progeeding, on 
the Penalty of being punifhed “at the Difcretion of 
the faid court-martial. a 
‘ART, 40. To the End that offenders may be 
brought to, Juflice; whenever any officer or Soldiér 
Rall commit a crime deferving Punifhmert, he hall - 
* by his commanding officer, if an officer, be putin, 
-arreft; if a non-cormmiffioned officer or Soldier, be 
imprifoned till he fhall be either tried by a court- 
martial, or fall bg lawfully difcharged by proper 
~ authority.  ~ eet ad 

“ART. at. . No. Officer or Soldicr who thall be 

“put in arreft, or Imprifonment, fhall continue in his 
confinement more than eight Days, or till foch Time. 
as a Court-Martial can be conveniently aflembied, 

-© ARF, a2. No officer commanding a Guard, or - 
Provatt- Marfhal, thall refufe to receive or keep any 
Prifoner committed to his charge, by an officer be. ~ 
Jonging to.the Maffichufetts Forces ; which officer: 
fhall ac the fame Time deliver an account in -Wri 
ting, figned by bimfelf, of, the crime with which the 
fid Prifoneris charged, 0 0? 

ART 43. No officer commanding a Guard, or- 
Provo- Martial, fhall prefume to releafe any Prifon- 
‘er committed. to his charge, without, proper autho- 

‘rity for fo doing ; nor fhall he fuffer any Prifoner to, 
efcape, on the Penalty of being punifhed for it, by 
the Sentence of a general court-martial, 

ART. 44. Every officer or a Provelt-Marthal, 
to whofe charge Prifoners. fhall be .conimitted, is 
hereby required, within twenty-four Hours after fuch 
Commitment, or as foon as he fhall be relieved from 
his Guard, to give in Writing to the colonel of the 

ne i | Regimens, 


I4. 
ReSment to whom ne Prines belongs (where the 
Prine isconfined upon the Guard belonging to the 
the faid Regiment, and that his offence only relates 
to the Negle@ of Duty in his own corps) orto the 
commander in Chief, their Names, their Crimes, and 
the Names of the officers who cammitted them; on 
the’ Penalty of being punifhed for his-Difobedience or 
Negleé, at theDifcretion of a general CourtMartial. 
ART. 49. ‘And if any officer under arret fhalh 
leave-his confinement before he.is fet at liberty by 
the officer who confined him, or by a fuperior power, 
ehe fhall be cafhiered for itn — = 
ART. 46. Whatfoever commiflioned officer fhall 
be convicted before a general court-martial, of be- 
having in a {candaloys, infamous manner, fuch as is 
unbecoming the charaéter of an officer and a gentle- 
‘man, (hali be difcharged from the‘fervice. -~ i 
-< ART. 47. All officers, conductors, gunners, ma- 
troffes, drivers, or any other Perfons whatfoever, re- 
-ceiving pay or hire, in the fervice of the Maffachu- 
- fates artillery, Hall be governed bythe aforefaid rules - 
and articles, and fhall be fubjeét to be tried by courts- 
martial, in like manner, with the officers and foldi- `` 
ers of the Maffachufetts Troops. `- 
ART. 48. For Differences arifing amongft them- 
~ felves, or in matters relating folely to their own corps, 
the cqurts-martial may be compofed of their own 
officers ; but where a Number fufficient of fuch cfi- 
cers cannot be affembled, or in Matters wherein other’ 
corps are interefted, the officers of artillery fhall fit `- 
in Courts-Martial with the officers of the other corps. 
ART 49. ‘All crimes not capital, and all difor- 
ders and negledts which officers and Soldiers may be” 
‚guilty of, to the Prejudice of good order and military 
difcipline, though not mentioned in the articles of 
War, are ta.be taken cognizance of by a general or 
regimental Court-Martial, according to the nature 
and degreé of the offence, and be punifhed at’ their 
Diferstion. 7 ” ART. 50. 


- 
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“ART. şo. Ne courts-martial fhall order any 
« Gffender to be whipped, or receive more than thirty- 
nine Stripes, for any one Offence. 


- ART. gi. The Field officers ofeach and every - 


Regiment are ta appoint fome fuitable Perfon belong- 
ifig to fuch Regiment, to receive all fuch Fines as may 
arife within the fame, for any Breach of any of the 
foregoing articles, and fhal} dire& the, fame,.to be 
carefully and properly applied to the Relief of fuck 
fick, wotinded or neceffitous Soldiers, as belong to fach 
Regiment; and fuch Perfon fhal! account with fch of- 
| ficer fer all Fines received, & the application thereof. 
ART. 52. All Members fetring in courts-mar- 
tial fhall be fworn by the Prefident of faid courts, 
which Prefident fhall himfelf be fwern by the officer 
in faid court next ia Rank :---The oath to be admi- 
. riftered previous to their proceeding to the Trial of 
any offender, in Form following, viz. l 
© You AB fwear that you will well and truly try, 
and impartially determine tke Caufe ef the Prifoner 
nów td be tried, according to the Rules for regulating 
the Maffachufetis Army, So help yeu God.” 
ART. 53. All Perfons called to give Evidence, 
in any cafe, before a court-martial, who fhall re- 
fufe to givé, Evidence, fhall be punifhed for fuch Re- 
fufal, at the Difcretion of fach ceurt-martial : The 
oath to be almini(tered in the Ferm following, viz, 


“s You fwear tke Evidence you foall give in tha’ 


Cafe now in hearing, foall be the Truth, the whole 
Truth, and nothing but the Truth, So help you God”? 
Signed by Order of the Provincial Congrefs, 


JOHN HANCOCK, Prefidene. 


A trite Fxtra@ £ om the Minutes, 
Beijamın Lixcoiy, Secretary. 


In Proyineial CONGRESS, Watertown, June 30. 1775, ” 
ESOLVED, That all Offences committed by any of 
the Soldiers rais’d for Defence of the Sea Ceaft, fhall 
be tried by a Court Martial, coafifting ef the Field 
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@fficers of the rts cath which that Cota. 
pany ta which the Offender belongs is Mationed, togethet . 
the commiffioned Officers of the Company, according to 
the Rules anc Regulatiers for the Mafachufetts Army, a- 
greed upon by 2 tormer Conxre(s, excepting thofe Offences 
aad Caufes which are punifhable with Death, which are 
te be tried agreeable to the Laws of the Land, by the civil 
Aarhority. i 

- Alfo, RESOLVED, That tn Cafe any ef the Soldiers 
fhul lofe, défroy, or unneeeffarily fire away any of bis 
Powder, Ammunition or Cartridges, withcut giving rea- 
fonable Satisf.@ion to his Commanding Offeer therefir, 
the Captain fhall dedud fur-double the Value therenf out 
of his Wages,to be applied as is diredted in the Arh Arti- 
cle of the Rules and Regulations above menifoned. 

Alfo, That each of the Officers of which thefle Courts. 
Martial fhaill coufift, be fapplied with a Pamphlet contain- 
ing faid Rules and Regulations, with thefe Refolves an- 
nexed thereto ; which fhall be read once a Week‘by the 
Captaia or commanding Officer‘af cach Company, to theif 
refpective Companies,’ By Order of Congrefs, 

ue ` JAMES WARREN, Prefident. 
Mite}, SAMUEL FREEMAN. Secretary. 


The fellewiny Gentlemen are appointed to adminifier rhe 
Oaths to the Officers and Soldiers flationed upon the Sev 


Grafts, viz. 


Barnfiabie and 4 ae 
Duke's Counties. } Hon, James Otis, Efi; 


Plymouth, John Cotton, Efa; 
: Hon. Col. Gerrifh, Efo; 
Effex, ọ Jofeph Blaney, Efo; 
r Lee; ray e 
Rafhworth Jordan, Eld; 

s Terk, Ea oe E; ; 
Cumberland, Hon, Enoch Freeman, Efd; 
Lincoln, Thomas Rice, Efqi* 

-Briflol, Ezra Richmond, Efq; 


The Gommittee appointed by Congrefi to give out inlifling 
Orders, and mujler the Fercet to be raid for Défenee and 
ProteBien of theSeaCoafis.are direded to fill up the beating 
Orders andlommifions ; the latter of which te be directed te 
the Officers an foon ai they have fill'd up their Companies, 


Pee Sy Ne at as : 
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